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during the previous legislative session 
and in addition a clause permitting the 
establishment of a county library by 
the county board of supervisors. This 
bill was simultaneously introduced in 
the Senate and the House and referred 
to the respective committees on public 
libraries. 

The Senate committee on public lib- 
raries, Senator Lowe, chairman, invited 
Miss Robinson and Mr. Spalding to ap- 
pear before it, after which hearing it 
was voted to introduce the measure as 
a committee bill. This was done on 
February 5, the bill being known as 
Senate file No. 144. When this action 
was taken, the librarians of the state 
were notified. Unfortunately several li- 
brarians who had voiced no interest in 
the bill up to this time, found objections 
to it, taking these up directly with their 
senators. The number of objections 
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Legislation 


The Legislative Committee of the 


lowa Library Association presents this 
report to the membership. Those who 
attended the Marshalltown meeting will 
recall that at one session a report of 
last year’s legislative committee was 
read by its chairman in the form of 
detailed recommendations for the estab- 
lishment of county libraries in Iowa. 
Some discussion followed in which it 
was evident that there was a difference 
of opinion in the membership as to the 
ideal county library organization, but 
no definite action was taken to guide 
this vear’s legislative committee in its 
work. 

Lacking such guidance, your commit- 
tee drafted a bill which contained all of 
the provisions for contract libraries 
which had been in the bill proposed 


grew to the point where it was deemed 
advisable to withdraw the bill as it stood 
and rewrite it, eliminating all clauses to 
which objection had been found. In its 
final state, it was again considered by the 
Senate committee on public libraries 
which voted to introduce it on the floor. 
Again it appeared on the calendar as 
Senate file No. 260, under date of Feb- 
ruary 19. 

Meanwhile the House committee on 
publie libraries, Representative Hop- 
kins, chairman, had held a meeting at 
which Miss Robinson, Mr. Findley and 
Mr. Squalding spoke on behalf of the 
bill. Sinee at that time the bill was al- 
ready before the Senate, it was with- 
drawn from the House on the advice of 
Mr. Hopkins and his committee. 





The bill in its final form was defeated 
on the floor of the Senate by a vote of 
26 to 19, 5 senators being absent or not 
voting. 

The following senators were recorded 
as voting for the bill: Baird, Bennett, 
Benson, Bergman, Blackford, Clark (of 
Cerro Gordo), Clearman, Cochrane, 
Frailey, Kimberly, Langfitt, Lowe, 
Rogers, Shaff, Stoddard, Thompson, 
Topping, Wilson (of Page) and Wilson 
(of Polk). Senators absent or not vot- 
ing: Brush, Lange, MacDonald, Shane 
and Stanley. 

It is interesting to note that with the 
exception of Senator Clark of Linn 
County no senators from districts com- 
prising cities having larger public lib- 
raries voted against the bill. Your com- 
mittee believes that this indicates that 
the librarians of the larger libraries had 
with few exceptions posted their Sena- 
tors on the importance of the bill, and 
urged them to vote for it. The same 
was undoubtedly true in the case of 
some but not all of the smaller libraries. 

The gratitude and appreciation of li- 
brarians interested in this bill are due to 
Senator Lowe, chairman of the Public 
Libraries Committee in the Senate, who 
gave interested attention to its promo- 
tion both in the committee and on the 
floor of the Senate, also to Senator 
Clark of Page County and Senator Shaff 
of Clinton County for their advocacy 
of the bill on the floor of the Senate. 

Your committee also believes that in 
spite of the defeat of the bill, something 
was gained for the cause of libraries. 
A diseussion of public libraries, their 
worth and their benefits, on the floor of 
the Senate is something which alone 
may prove worth while in paving the 
way for future legislature. 

It is the recommendation of the com- 
mittee that the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion decide definitely this coming year 
just what it wants in the way of per- 
missive legislation for county libraries. 
The librarians should decide first, and 
then be prepared to stand united behind 
the committee of the Association 
charged with promotion of the proposed 
legislation. 

I. L. A. Legislative Committee, 
Forrest B. Spaulding, Secretary. 
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Iowa Library Association 
1929 Meeting 

A card vote will soon be taken to select 
the meeting place of the Iowa Library 
Association for 1929 after which the 
decision of the Executive Board will be 
announced. The two places to be voted 

on are Des Moines and Waterloo. 


District Meetings 

The district meetings of the Iowa 
Library Association for 1929 are now 
scheduled as follows and we hope no 
changes may be found necessary. 

Southwest, Osceola, April 23rd. 

Middlewest, Dunlap, April 24th. 

Central, Nevada, April 25th. 

North Central, Eagle Grove, April 
30th. 

Northwest, Cherokee, May Ist. 

Northeast, Independence, May 8th. 

Southeast, Sigourney, May 9th. 

Middle East, Muscatine, May 10th. 

‘*Recent Books of Interest’’ will be 
discussed at each meeting and ‘‘ Library 
Extension’’, especially by contract and 
to smaller units will receive attention, 
and the relation of individual libraries 
to the Iowa Library Association. Other 
topies will be added later and librarians 
and trustees are requested to send sug- 
gestions of subjects they wish discussed 
to Mr. Brown or Miss Robinson. 








Washington Conference 
A. L. A. 


The 1929 Conference of the American 
Library Association will be held at 
Washington, D. C., during the week of 
May 13th. 

Information concerning railroad rates, 
hotels, program, etc., will be found in 
the A. L. A. Bulletin. This meeting will 
furnish opportunity for much pleasur- 
able sightseeing in and around Wash- 
ington in addition to attendance upon 
the sessions of the A. L. A and affiliated 
sections and the meeting of library 
friends and those engaged in library 
work, both notables and librarians-in- 
ordinary. 

There should be a good attendance 
from Iowa. The Chicago party, which 
will include the Iowa delegation, will — 
leave Chicago via the Baltimore & Ohio 





Railroad at 1:00 P. M., Central Stand- 
ard Time, Sunday, May 12th, arriving 
at Washington at 8:35 A. M. May 13th. 
Write John F. Phelan, Public Library, 
Chicago, for reservations and railroad 
information. 





A. L. A. Membership 


This is the month to renew your A. L. 
A. membership. If you are not a mem- 
ber send to the state chairman for an 
application blank. First year’s dues are 
$3.00, which brings you the monthly A. 
L. A. bulletin and lists your name in the 
official handbook. You can help Iowa 
reach a 300 membership this year. 

Mae C. Anders, 
Des Moines Public Library, 
Membership chairman for Iowa. 





Iowa Summer Library School 


The dates for the Summer Library School 
session of the State University of Iowa for 
1929 will be June 10th to July 19th. 

The school will have its usual good 
quarters in one of the University buildings. 
The faculty will be as follows: 

Emma Felsenthal, Ph.B.,B.L.S., (University 
of Illinois Library School), 

Acting Director of the Library School and 

Instructor in Reference Work. 

Julia A. Robinson (Wisconsin Library 
School), Executive Secretary, 

Iowa Library Commission, Lecturer in 

lAbrary Administration. 

Janet Arie, B.A. (University of Illinois 
Library School), School Librarian, 

Cedar Rapids, Instructor in Classification 

and Cataloging. 

Gladys F. Pratt. B.A. (University of Illinois 
Library School), Librarian, 

State Normal School, Westfield, Mass., 

Instructor in Classification and Catalog- 

ing. 

Margery Doud (St. Louis Public Library 
School), Chief of Readers’ Advisory Service, 

St. Louis Public Library, Instructor in 

Book Selection. 

Anne Morris Boyd, B.A., B.L.S. (University 
of Illinois Library School), 

Assistant Professor University of Illinois 

Library School, Instructor in Library 

Work with Children and School Library 

Service. 

Katherine A. Brose, B.A., B. S. (University 
of Illinois Library School), 

Reviser. 

Mary B. Dieterich, B.A., B.S. (Columbia 
University School of Library Service), 
Reviser. 
Mary S. Hoffman, 
General Assistant. 


The Public School and the Public 
Li 


By Agnes Samuelson, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Des Moines. 

A shelf of books—be they recreational 
stories for the primary reading or ref- 
erence materials for high school pur- 
poses—constitutes the connecting link 
between the public school and the pub- 
lic library. Never before have the pos- 
sibilities of the public library for sup- 
plementing the work of the public 
school, or the challenge to the teachers 
to train pupils in the effective use of the 
publie library been as obvious as today. 
Close cooperation between these two 
public agencies has never been more nec- 
essary and important. 

The modern reading program—based 
upon the significant facts about reading 
in modern life and organized into work- 
type and recreational as a result of these 
findings—is of mutual interest to the 
teacher and the librarian in guiding the 
reading experiences of school children. 
Both need to be familiar with its gen- 
eral objectives so that each one may 
make his specific contribution toward 
their achievement. It is a big order to 
say that the broad aim is to prepare pu- 
pils for intelligent participation in all 
essential school and life activities involv- 
ing reading. Three major objectives 
have been adopted as fundamental in 
the Report of the National Committee 
on Reading: to secure rich and varied 
experience through reading; to stimu- 
late strong motives for, and permanent 
interests in reading; and to develop the 
different attitudes, skills, and abilities 
needed for different reading situations. 

These objectives—outlined as the re- 
sult of a detailed study of desirable 
reading activities of children and adults 
and the important habits and skills in- 
volved—need no elaboration before this 
group. Wide and vicarious reading ex- 
perience should lead the pupils to more 
intelligent participation in the thought 
life of the world and greater apprecia- 
tion of its recreational activities. ‘‘The 
ultimate measure of the vitality of the 
reading experiences in school is the ex- 
tent to which they lead to desirable in- 
terests, standards, tastes, and habits 

*Given at Marshalltown October 25, 1928. 





which carry over into life outside of 
school, such as interest in current events, 
in books and selections of genuine worth, 
and in the wholesome use of leisure 
time.’’ Important habits common to 
most reading situations relate to the 
best procedures for securing the mastery 
of mechanical skills in reading, intelli- 
gent interpretation, skillful use of books, 
libraries, and sources of information. 


The general acceptance of the modern 
reading program with its emphasis upon 
these major objectives has caused the 
expansion and reorganization of reading 
and study in the public schools. An en- 
riched content and a happier technique 
of instruction give the pupils vicarious 
reading experiences in pleasant learning 
situations. The library is becoming the 
playground of the mind. Recreatory 
reading supplies informational back- 
ground, appreciation, and enjoyment. 
Work-type reading is a tool by which 
subject matter in all fields is interpreted 
and experienced. 

The teacher and the librarian—with 
their mutual and diversified interests— 
are the strategic factors in putting this 
The teacher 


program into operation. 
needs to understand the details of the 
program so that she can earry them out 


successfully in the classroom, the 
librarian needs to understand the pur- 
poses so she can correlate the work of 
the teacher through the library. 

In the provision of rich and varied 
reading experiences for boys and girls 
both the public school and the public 
library share responsibility. With the 
new significance attached to content and 
the delightful changes in children’s 
books there is no limit to the possibili- 
ties for service by the library. By mak- 
ing available attractive and wholesome 
reading materials the librarian dovetails 
the teacher’s efforts to enrich the chil- 
dren’s fund of information, elevate their 
tastes, and stimulate their thinking. 
The increasing complexity of our social 
life make it more and more essential for 
pupils to learn the importance of keep- 
ing in step with world progress through 
wide reading. Through the joint efforts 
of teacher and librarian the knowledge 
of this importance on the part of the 


pupil should be translated into a life 
habit. 

In stimulating strong motives for and 
permanent interests in reading, the pub- 
lie library and the public school again 
overlap. It has been said that when 
children are brought into contact with 
enough books and good enough books 
chosen for their informational anl ree- 
reational values, life-long habits of in- 
telligent reading become fixed. If the 
pupils continue in their adult life to 
read systematically for recreation and 
intellectual stimulation, the library car- 
ries forward the second objective of the 
reading program of the public school to 
a successful conclusion. 

The development of desirable atti- 
tudes, economical skills, and effective 
habits in reading, is a teaching problem 
now occupying spot-light attention in 
practice and research. Much more re- 
mains to be done in scientifically clas- 
sifying the attitudes, habits, and skills 
essential in the various types of reading 
activities in which children and adults 
should engage. 

Research is defining the problem and 
discovering the diagnostic and remedial 
procedure for the teacher just as medi- 
eal science is doing for the physician. 

The important habits and skills to be 
developed in the pupils relate to the 
mechanies of reading, intelligent inter- 
pretation, skillful use of books, libra- 
ries, and sources of information. The 
teacher is obliged to do this technical 
work, but needs the cooperation of the 
librarian in teaching the proper use and 
care of books and libraries. When she 
turns to page 313 of the new elementary 
state course of study, she finds tangible 
evidence of the fact that she has that 
cooperation. The library unit of this 
new manual was prepared by your Miss 
Julia A. Robinson, Executive Secretary, 
State Library Commission. Ten lessons 
representing the minimum essentials in 
the use of books have been organized by 
her in an exceedingly usable way for the 
schools. 

The new elementary course of study 
presents this modern reading program 
of the public school. The major objec- 
tives of the reading unit will be better 
realized by a together policy on the part 





of teacher and librarian. Each needs 
the other; each has the other. There is 
actual cooperation on every hand; each 
one of you can bear testimony on that 
point. Union County with twenty-one 
country schools, is a conspicuous ex- 
ample of library work in the rural 
schools. The following table is explana- 


tory: 
Union County Traveling Library 


No. Schools 
Participating 
42 


No. Loans 
Made 
409 


No. Books 
200 
400 53 1185 
852 70 1877 

At the close of the third week of 
school this 1928-29 school year the 
eards showed that 469 books had been 
loaned to the pupils, this being 60 more 
than the number taken out during the 
whole of the first year. 

The county library movement is de- 
serving of legislative attention, the book 
wagon being a notable advance in library 
service to remote districts. The service 
of the book wagon to the rural school 
parallels that of the rural mail carrier’s 
to the farm home. There is no reason 
why progress in reading facilities 
should not parallel that of transporta- 
tion and radio in bringing the world to- 
gether. 

Through this increasing cooperation— 
which is not to be regarded as anything 
remarkable, but simply as things should 
be—the lives of school children should 
be more abundant and significant. To 
extend this program to reach every child 
in our commonwealth is our mutual 
challenge. 


Year 

1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 





Library Workers Conference 

The annual Conference for Library 
Workers will be held July 2nd and 3rd. 

Speakers cannot yet be announced but 
there is promise of a helpful and enjoy- 
able program with addresses from sev- 
eral persons of prominence outside of 
the state as well as from Iowa. 

Liibrarians will do well to plan for 
these two days in Lowa City. 


A. L. A. 
Washington, D. C. 
May 13-18 











IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Round Tables 
Marshalltown Meeting 


Trustees 

As Mrs. Fred Weitz, elected leader of 
this Round Table at the Des Moines 
meeting, was unable to be present be- 
cause of pressure of work, Miss Robin- 
son was asked to take her place. Twen- 
ty-four trustees were in attendance. 

Miss Robinson presented the Coopera- 
tive Buying Plan in operation during 
the past year, stating that a change of 
dealers must be made because of the dis- 
continuance of the Hertzberg Bindery 
as book dealers. She briefly outlined 
the meaning of the plan and asked that 
there should be an expression given as 
to the desire of the trustees for its con- 
tinuance and their willingness to coope- 
rate. 

After considerable discussion it was 
suggested that the different libraries 
should be asked to guarantee to expend 
a certain per cent, perhaps one-half of 
their book budget for one year, with a 
designated dealer on the condition that 
a greater discount should be given. 
After further discussion a motion was 
passed suggesting that several dealers 
should be approached with the plan and 
the best discount possible secured. 

Miss Robinson then presented an out- 
line of the charges which might form the 
basis for loans to borrowers outside town 
limits. 

A discussion followed as to the usage 
of different libraries and a final motion 
was passed that the recommendations be 
accepted as experimental for a year. 
Mrs. T. G. White of Humboldt acted as 
secretary. 


College and Reference 


About thirty-five representatives of the 
college and larger public libraries of the 
state participated in the discussion of this 
section. During the brief time available 
for the preparation of the program letters 
had been sent out to reference libraries of 
the state in an attempt to find out what 
topics would be most acceptable to those 
interested and if possible to find which 
topics would be of mutual interest to groups 
with the divergent interests of college and 
public libraries. Perhaps the fact that 





there was some dissatisfaction expressed 
with the existing arrangement of a joint 
session may be counted as a constructive 
accomplishment of the section. 

The topics selected for discussion were 
“State Documents of Value to the Refer- 
ence Departments”, “The Use of College 
Students as Assistants in the College 
Library” and “What the Iowa State College 
Library Can Do for the Libraries of Iowa.” 
This latter topic, discussed by Mr. Ralph 
M. Dunbar of Iowa State College, served to 
introduce a general discussion of coopera- 
tive reference work among libraries, which 
is such an important feature of library 
work today. Mr. Dunbar stated the lowa 
State College was desirous of serving other 
libraries in the field of engineering, chem- 
istry, agriculture, and home economics by 
the loan of material, by making photostat 
copies, by bibliographic aid, and any other 
service within their power. He stressed 
the importance, in asking for material, of 
stating for what type of person, whether 
student or layman, the material was re- 
quested, length of time desired, and the 
amount of research already done on the 
subject. 

Grace Wormer of the State University 
Library outlined the policy of that library. 
After some discussion, the following reso- 
lution was adopted: 

“In order to facilitate cooperative ref- 
erence work among the various libraries of 
the state, it is the sense of the College and 
Reference Section of the Iowa Library As- 


sociation that steps be taken by the Associ- 
ation to make a survey or canvas of the 


library resource of the state. This survey 
should not be detailed but should locate 
special collections, specify tendencies in 
buying and state the policy of the library 
in regard to interlibrary loan.” 

Mary Rosemond, librarian of the Legis- 
lative Reference Library, Des Moines, gave 
a very practical and helpful talk on the 
state documents of Iowa. Miss Rosemond 
suggested a list of documents helpful in 
reference work and named the department 
from which they may be obtained. A series 
of documents to be obtained free from 
other states were suggested in the discus- 
sion which followed. Of these, perhaps the 
most useful are the year books correspond- 
ing to the Iowa Official Register, which may 
be obtained from the Secretary of State and 
the state educational directories, to be ob- 
tained from the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction or the corresponding 
office of each state. It was suggested that 
it was very helpful to check the Monthly 
List of State publications, to be obtained 
from the Superintendent of Documents at 
Washington, D. C., for documents which 
are of value to Reference libraries. 

Mary Bell Nethercut Librarian of Drake 
University, discussed from her personal ex- 
perience the use of college students as as- 
sistants in the college library. In the 
course of her experience as a college 


librarian, Miss Nethercut has had oppor- 
tunity to make thorough investigation of 
every phase of the problem of the student 
assistants and has codified carefully the re- 
sults of her investigations. Judging from 
the discussion which followed, Miss Neth- 
ercut touched upon a problem of vital in- 
terest to the college librarians. 
Reported by Harriet Turner. 





Libraries 
“The Four Week Loan Period” was dis- 
cussed by Mae Anders of the Des Moines 
Library. She stated that the reason for 
adopting this plan in Des Moines was to 
save the time at the desk of telephone re- 
newals. All books are made either 4-week 
or 1-week books with no opportunity given 
for renewal. The 7-day collection includes 
new fiction and nonfiction, which are short 
enough to be read in the limited time. Ad- 
ditional copies of the most popular titles 
are made “Reference” so that they are 
always available in the library. Reserves 
are taken for both fiction and nonfiction. 
Miss Anders reported that there has been 
a slight increase in the number of over- 
dues since the adoption of the 4-week period, 
but that, in general, the public is responding 
well to the suggestion given that the books 
be returned when finished. The Des 
Moines people present all heartily endorsed 
the plan and they were warmly supported 
by the Council Bluffs Public Library where 
it has been in operation for some time. 
The perennial problem of “The Relation 
of the Public Library to the High School 
and the High School Students,” was intro- 
duced by Eva Canon of Council Bluffs. 
Some of the unsolved questions were: 
“How Much of Our Funds Shall! be Spent for 
Meeting the Demands for Books for High 
School Supplementary Reading?” “How 
Get the Cooperation of the Teachers so they 
will give Advance Information when a 
Whole Class or Several Classes are to De- 
pend for Material on One Subject?” “How 
Put an End to the Mutilation of Books and 
Magazines?” Everyone seemed to agree 
with Mr. Spaulding that this is a real prob- 
lem to which we shall find no solution until 
we have a state law making bona fide high 
school libraries compulsory so that they 
can take over the major part of this work. 
Miss Wennerstrum reported a promising 
development in Ames where the high school 
librarian works two evenings a week with 
her clientele in the public library. In this 
way the regular desk attendants are free 
for those two evenings to devote their full 
time to the other patrons of the library. 
Lydia Barrette of Mason City, told of 
how a “white elephant” in the shape of the 
chairmanship of the Art Department of the 
Woman’s Club had come to her and how 
from it interesting things in art had devel- 
oped for the library. 
Last year a membership in the Chicago 
Galleries Association, paid for by a mem- 
ber of the art department, brought each 





SGeaeananmRor 


SKOaFen “PST oes Pee tone KH Te 


month to the library for exhibition an orig- 
inal painting by an American artist. Other 
exhibits were held, around which the pro- 
grams of the department were built—one 
on etchings, one on weaving, and others 
on different subjects. 

This year an exhibit of paintings made by 
local artists has stimulated much interest 
and the entries show much worth while 
work. Three pictures of Mason City and 
Cerro Gordo County scenes, done by Lynn 
Tis, a Mason City artist, added color and 
interest to Miss Barrette’s talk. 

Sioux City’s program of expansion 
through the new branch buildings was pre- 
sented by the librarian, Mildred Pike. She 
told of the arrangement of the buildings, 
the materials used and the cost of erecting. 
The same general plan is used for all which 
includes a community room to be used 
for story hours, club meetings and commit- 


tees. 
Reported by Callie Wieder. 


Small Libraries 

This Round Table, while extremely inter- 
esting, was informal and followed no set 
program. The first topic discussed was 
“Publicity Methods for the Small Library”. 
This was introduced by Miss Stevens of 
Carroll and called forth interesting com- 
ments. 

Miss Walpole of Storm Lake told of the 
Book Review Club in that library and there 
was much interest manifested in that sub- 
ject. 

Miss McCoy of Indianola presented a list 
of supplementary reading for high schools 
aside from English, which was also dis- 
cussed. 

Mrs. Burgess of Onawa made several in- 
teresting suggestions on the subject of 
“County Contacts that Would be Helpful in 
County Library Work”. 

Miss Converse spoke briefly on Book 
Week. One or two other items were sched- 
uled for the program but were crowded out 
by interest in the topics already suggested. 

Reported by Helen Morse. 


Children’s Librarians 


Miss Shellenberger, of the Davenport 
Public Library, spoke on “Buying Books for 
the Children’s Room”, and said that it was 
better to have fewer books and have them 
well selected, that new editions of old 
standards are always reliable and prefer- 
able to too many new things. It is better 
to have more copies of one book than too 
many titles from the same author. She sug- 
gested one title to begin with of a series 
or of an author. New editions should be 
judged by print, spacing, paper and the gen- 
eral make-up rather than by the pictures. 

A discussion followed on the buying of re- 
enforced books, and publishers reenforce- 
ments often found on bargain lists. It was 
stated that publishers covers were more at- 
tractive but not as durable. The Hertz- 








berg’s reenforced books were approved. 
Miss Shellenberger said that a library 
needed publishers’ bindings for attractive- 
ness and reenforced bindings for strength. 
A good argument for having books rebound 
is that we have the same books fresh twice. 

Miss Lilly introduced the subject of 
“Mystery Books, the Demand and Supply”. 
She admitted she was trying to avoid desire 
for excitement by interesting children in 
other books and felt that a librarian must 
know her books in order to do this. 

Miss Wadsworth of Council Bluffs, talked 
on other mediocre books than the mystery 
books and wondered how many such books 
were needed on the shelves. In the discus- 
sion that followed all felt inclined to have 
more copies of really good things than a 
larger number of mediocre books. One 
librarian suggested that books should be 
known as mystery books only to the libra- 
rian. 

One librarian told of typing lists for the 
backs of children’s books under the head- 
ing, “Other Good Books to be Found in the 
Library” as a substitute for the publishers’ 
suggested lists. 

For Book Week Miss Phillips of Cedar 
Rapids, told of a new plan they were trying 
this year of having on the School Page of 
one of the newspapers each week a cartoon 
to represent the title of some book. The 
children were to cut the pictures from the 
paper, color them and bring them to the 
library for the name of the author. Another 
librarian told of an art teacher in a school 
who was having the children design book 
markers. 

Reported by Jesse McMurray. 





Iowa Summer Library School Society 


The annual meeting of the lowa Summer 
Library School Society was held at the Pil- 
grim Hotel, during the luncheon hour, on 
Wednesday, October 24th, with the presi- 
dent, Mrs. Laura Duncan of Albia, presid- 
ing. 

Forty-seven members of the association 
were in attendance. After the reading of 
the minutes of the last annual meeting the 
treasurer presented the following report: 
Balance on hand Oct. 20, 

$115.60 
Receipts 
Dues collected Oct. 24, 

1927 
Loan paid with interest 

Oct. 10 


Total for the year. $229.85 
Disbursements 
Loan made Sept 1, 1928.. 100.00 


$129.85 

During the luncheon $10.50 in dues was 
collected from those present. 

Miss Robinson reported that there were 

four librarians from Iowa taking advantage 

of the Lydia Roberts Scholarship fund, 
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three of whom were former Iowa Summer 
Library School students. 

Greetings were read from Miss Felsenthal 
and Miss Watts. 

A motion was made and carried that the 
secretary send greetings from the Associa- 
tion to Miss Felsenthal and Miss Watts. 

The report of the nominating committee 
followed and on motion the secretary was 
instructed to cast the official ballot for the 
association, unanimously electing for pres- 
ident, Sadie R. Stevens of Carroll; vice 
president, Lenna Hoffman of Marion, and 
for secretary-treasurer, Neva Tabor of Inde- 
pendence. 

There being no further business to come 
before the organization at this time the 
meeting adjourned. 

The Loan Fund Committee was later ap- 
pointed by the president-elect to consist of 
Grace Hanson, Odebolt (one year): Helen 
Morse, Tipton (two years); Helen Allen 
Burgess, Onawa (three years). Miss Rob- 
inson is permanent chairman of this com- 
mittee and the out-going president is the 
fifth member, serving for one year. 

Helen Allen Burgess, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 





Library Section Iowa State Teachers 
Association 

The Library Section of the Iowa State 

Teachers Association met in the public 

library at Des Moines, November 8th at 2:00 

P. M., with Mary Bell Nethercut, librarian, 


Drake University, presiding. 

The first speaker was Dr. Edwin Starbuck 
of the State University at lowa City, on the 
subject, “Character Formation Gained 
Through Reading Books.” He dwelt upon 
the movement in teaching to stimulate 
thought through contact with the best in 
music, painting and literature and spoke 
against the old fashioned rub-it-in method. 

He also discussed his book, “ A Guide 
to Literature and Character’ Training 
Through Fairy Tales,” and spoke of several 
others which are being prepared on other 
classes of books. He was of the opinion 
that the lists of good books for children 
worked out through student assistants were 
superior to those worked out by the A. L. A. 
experts and spoke emphatically of the value 
of the reading of proper books in character 
training. 

In introducing the next speaker, Dr. C. B. 
Clark of Drake University, Miss Nethercut 
mentioned the increased interest in reading 
during the last few years. Dr. Clark’s sub- 
ject was “Information Gained Through 
Reading Books”. He showed how every- 
thing that is written is based on human ex- 
perience. 

Mrs. E. B. Wilson of Jefferson, gave an 
inspirational talk on the subject, “Recrea- 
tion Gained Through Reading”. She spoke 
of “opportunity” tables in the schoolroom 
where the pupils may browse and of the 
value of reading as an aid to discipline. 


On Friday the attendance was much 
smaller owing to inclement weather, only 
twenty-six being present that day while the 
attendance the preceding day had been 
eighty-five. The general topic for this ses- 
sion was “Consideration of the Amount and 
Kind of Organization Necessary in the Va- 
rious Types of School Libraries”. The sub- 
ject of “Rural School Libraries” was dis- 
cussed by Eva Maginnis, Stuart. Miss 
Maginnis showed what it was possible to do 
in a one-room school with twelve pupils and 
of her use of the “opportunity” table, al- 
though she had never heard it so called until 
the day before. Her enthusiasm and her 
use of books gave promise for larger useful- 
ness in a larger school. 

Irvin H. Schmitt of Sac City, told of his 
success in library organization in the con- 
solidated schoo] at Milford when superin- 
tendent there, and showed an appreciation 
of the value of a library in a school and of 
its proper organization. 

The Senior High School Library was dis- 
cussed by Grace Campbell, librarian at 
North High School, Des Moines. She spoke 
of the help the Student Council might give 
through a library committee, of the lessons 
which she gives in the use of the library and 
of publicity through bulletin boards, school 
papers, etc. 

Judith Overby, Mason City, presented the 
Junior College Library. She spoke of the 
movement to make the Junior College 
Library a deposit station of the public 
library with the librarian of the public 
library doing the ordering of the books and 
supplies and the cataloging. This obviates 
duplicate buying. 

Jessie Gay Van Cleve, Children’s Expert 
of the A. L. A., being in the audience, was 
asked to speak. She discussed various 
methods used in the preparation of lists 
which finally appear in the Booklist. 

In closing the afternoon Julia A. Robinson 
summed up the organization of libraries of 
various types. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year 
were, president, Irvin H. Schmitt, Sac City; 
secretary, Grace Campbell, North High 
School, Des Moines. 

Martha A. Naumann, Secretary. 


Reading With a Purpose Exhibit 

Two sets of photographs of the 
authors of the Reading with a Purpose 
series are now on exhibition in the state. 
They are loaned for two weeks each, the 
library paying transportat‘on to the next 
place. The exhibits are routed geograph- 
ically and these charges are small. The 
following libraries have had these exhib- 
its: Ames, Carroll, Cedar Rapids, Charles 
City, Clinton, Dubuque, Fort Dodge, Iowa 
City, Marshalltown, Muscatine, Sheldon, 
Sioux City and Waterloo. 





Standards of Selection Im t in 
Choosing Pictures for Children 

In setting standards for judging films 
for children certain facts must be held 
in mind. 

First—Children absorb impressions 
as a sponge absorbs water. We know 
from our own experience that the im- 
pressions we received in childhood are 
responsible for our inhibitions and our 
standard of conduct. Emotions such 
as fear, hate, love, admiration, often 
leave an indelible imprint on the per- 
sonality under the stress of an absorb- 
ing experience. 

Second—Children, because 
lack of experience, lack also that 
power of discrimination by which 
judgment is formed. Their judgment 
is not equal to questioning, the right 
or wrong in the story poured into their 
minds by the action before them, and 
they accept the unthoughtful verdict 
of the sereen. The fact that it is diffi- 
eult for a child to concentrate over a 
considerable period of time, makes of 
the picture a mass of unconnected de- 
tails (one reason why details are so 
important) and he misses the argument 
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of the picture as a whole. 

Third—Children need to be taught a 
positive morality. Present what should 
be done, not what should not be done. 
Never try to teach by showing evil and 
warning against it. 


Fourth — Children’s entertainment 
should directly relate to their own ex- 
periences so that the story is within 
the grasp of their understanding. Re- 
viewers must remember that a child’s 
active imagination, his deepening in- 
terest in the untried life around him 
demands action, adventure, romance in 
the picture. A certain amount of 
wholesome thrill and excitement will 
not harm a normal boy or girl. 

The points that we must consider 
then, when we judge a picture are: 

I—Is it wholesome? Webster says 
wholesome means ‘‘sound’’, healthy, 
promoting health of mind, morals and 
character.’’ Wholesome for adults does 
not mean wholesome for children. Thedif- 
ference in thebackground--theexperience, 
the education—must be considered. 

II—The film must have a suitable 
theme. 


(a) It must be within the experi- 
ence or the comprehension of the child. 

(b) The theme should not make 
light of social institutions, such as mar- 
riage, the foundation of the home. 
Farees on ugly married relations, or 
divoree are unsuitable. ‘‘ Breakfast at 
Sunrise’’, is an example. Jealousy be- 
tween husband and wife, as shown in 
‘*Figures Don’t Lie’’. Infidelity or 
the suspicion of infidelity as in ‘‘Silk 
Stockings.’’ Abnormal or ugly family 
relationships, such as irreverent chil- 
dren or the mother-in-law problem. 

(ec) The theme should not make 
light of morality in (1) sex irregu- 
larities; (2) violations of law; (3) 
disregard of safeguarding conventions, 
such as girls and men making chance 
acquaintance as in ‘‘Becky’’; (4) dis- 
torted ideas of life are no less danger- 
ous than scenes usually labeled im- 
moral, because STANDARDS are being 
formed. 

(d) The theme should not make 
light of the church, religion, social 
workers; or of the law, or of the fune- 
tions of government. ‘‘Jesse James’’ 
was questioned because it made a hero 
of a bandit. ‘‘Hard Boiled Haggerty”’ 
showed its hero drunk and carousing 
about in his uniform and condoned 
other ‘‘unpleasant’’ acts. 

(e) The theme should not exploit 
crime. The popularity of a certain 
type of underworld story gives per- 
verted hero ideas to immature minds. 
Crime is attractive at a certain age 
where judgment is not yet developed, 
and where lack of experience makes 
young people think ‘‘they can get 
away with it’’. 

(f) The theme should not 
race prejudice. ‘‘Foreign Devils’’ 
this. 

III—The production quality of films 
for children should be high. A merely 
harmless film will not do. Children are 
good critics and notice details in act- 
ing, direction and staging. It is much 
more necessary to have details accurate 
for children than for adults. ‘‘For- 
eign Devils’’ for example was not ac- 
curate, and gave dangerous prejudices 
to those who were ignorant of the 
Boxer trouble. 

General Federation News June 1928. 
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Carnegie Corporation Scholarship 
Grants 

The Carnegie Corporation of New 
York has notified the A. L. A that it has 
set aside a fund for scholarship grants 
to persons preparing for library work. 

The purpose of the grant is to enable 
those who already have had experience 
in library work, and who have shown 
promise of capacity to contribute to the 
advancement of the library profession, 
to pursue a year of study and research 
in library problems. 

The stipend will be $1,500 or more 
and will vary according to the require- 
ments of individual students. When 
warranted the stipend may be renewed 
for a second year. 

Application for scholarship grants 
for the school year 1929-30 should be 
filed before April 1, 1929. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the Advisory Group on Library 
Scholarship Grants, Carnegie Corpora- 
tion, 522 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


Library Publicity 
The following bits of publicity have 





come through the clipping service and 


other sources. Newspaper notices are 
not always reliable but unless the 
librarians send items to the editor of the 
Quarterly they are the only sources of 
information from the libraries. News 
from the libraries is weleome but should 
reach the editor before the 10th of 
March, June, September and December 
to be usable in the next number. 


Much good material does appear in 
the newspapers too lengthy for use in 
the Quarterly or not suitable. Some 
good articles, however, are simply 
headed ‘‘Library Notes’’, while they 
would be much more apt to catch the at- 
tention of readers whom the librarian 
wishes to interest if some more attrac- 
tive heading were used. 


The largest number of clippings com- 
ing through the clipping service are 
simply conventional book lists and re- 
views and while these do tend to give 
publicity to a library their value is 
often less than some other form. 

Marshalltown Public Library has been 
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deviating from the usual form in a 


double column in the Marshalltown- 
ian Farm and Labor World. This gives 
space for entry and annotation of about 
five titles in each issue with subject 
headings and will catch the attention 
much more quickly than a single column 
article. 

Audubon, Indianola and Marshall- 
town have started a series of Book Re- 
views or Book Talks, which are proving 
very successful. Such book talks have 
also been tried with satisfactory results 
in Cherokee, Storm Lake and other 
libraries. 

The Davenport Public Labrary pre- 
sented a Doll and Toy Fair in the 
children’s room during the last week of 
February with dolls of twelve nation- 
alities, which were related to books in 
the library of those countries. Many 
other dolls were exhibited by Davenport 
children. This library also had a booth 
donated by the Exposition Committee 
at the Better Homes and Building Ex- 
position held February 21-27. 

The amount of publicity done by the 
Des Moines Public Library is such as to 
make any itemized statement of it im- 
possible. 

A collection of pictures, first editions, 
clippings, faesimilies, etc., from the Nor- 
wegian Literary Society of Chicago, 
commemorating the one hundredth an- 
niversary of the birth of Henrik Ibsen, 
have been on exhibition in the Koren 
Library of Luther College at Decorah. 

The Iowa Library Commission had an 
attractive display of books and posters 
advertising County and Traveling Li- 
braries at the Home and Farm Exposi- 
tion at the Shrine Temple in Des Moines 
during January. A collection of Trav- 
eling Library books was carried on the 
demonstration train from the Extension 
Department of the State College at 
Ames during the months of January, 
February and March and are reported 
to have received much attention from 
visitors to the train. 

Though a little late we wish to notice 
now the four inch space used for Christ- 
mas Greetings by the Indianola Public 
Library during Christmas week..- 
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Small Towns or County Library 
Branches 

As has been noted many times the 
number of communities in Iowa which 
can adequately support a library is very 
small, if indeed there are any left with- 
out libraries. However, the desire for 
libraries continues and, no matter how 
small the town, many are making be- 
ginnings and securing tax support of 
$100 or $200. 

This amount very manifestly cannot 
support a library and such communi- 
ties would be very much better served as 
branches from a nearby library receiv- 
ing books at the rate of two for every 
dollar and having a part of them at 
least, exchanged once in three months. 
A very short example in arithmetic will 
show that for $200 scarcely more than 
100 books could be made availab'e for 
a town while if paid to another library 
400 books would be made available and 
exchanged once in three months would 
make from 1,200 to 1,500 books at the 
disposal of the town readers. 

In addition the small town would be 
relieved of the book selection and pur- 
chase, classification, cataloging and 
other technical work which is so difficult 
for libraries not able to afford a trained 
librarian. 

On the part of library boards this is 
a step toward a county library and is 
welcomed as a means of extension by all 
libraries with a broad vision. 


Taking Stock of Yourself 

. Is your circulation increasing? 

. Do your patrons read better books? 

. Is your list of borrowers growing? 

. Is your book eollection growing 
more valuable? 

. Do you buy 
month ? 

. Have you an accurate estimate of 
the book needs of your community ? 

. Do you buy with these in mind? 

. Do you know the assessed valua- 
tion of your municipal corporation? 

. Does your tax income equal one 
dollar per capita? 

. Is your library tax rate 5 mills? 

. Do you have a budget? 

. Is one-fourth of your total income 
spent for books? 





new books every 


. Is your building in good repair? 

. Are the reading rooms attractive, 
well lighted, and quiet? 

5. Does the library board meet once 
a month? 

. Does the librarian have all bills, re- 
ports, and other business in readi- 
ness for them? 

. Is the annual report sent promptly 
when due? 

. Does the librarian keep in touch 
with all the organizations in your 
city? 

9. Do the board, the librarian and the 
staff read library periodicals? 

. Do they attend library meetings? 

. How many are members of the 

Of the 


Iowa Library Association? 
A. L. A.? 

. Is your library doing all it can to 
interest rural people in books and 
reading and to extend library serv- 
ice to them? 

Adapted from IJllinois Libraries. 





Two Iowa Authors 

The name of Katherine R. Logan may 
not be familiar to Iowa librarians but 
her work is acquiring a distinctive name 
among recent authors. Miss Logan was 
born in Scotland but came to Cherokee 
County, Iowa, in early girlhood. She 
had a long experience as a_ teacher, 
county superintendent of schools, a 
worker in the U. S. Agricultural Exten- 
sion Department and as National See- 
retary of the Y. W. C. A. 

Her home since 1921 has been in Long 
Beach, California, where she has issued 
‘‘The Call of the Upper Road’’, 1924, 
‘*The Upper Road of Leisure’’, 1925, 
‘*Your Thoughts and You’’, 1927. Her 
books are being published by Doran and 
Company and her close and varied con- 
tacts with youth and her sympathetic 
understanding of their problems gives 
them a wide appeal for the young. 

Miss Logan’s sister, Mrs. Elizabeth 
MeNéeil, is president of the library board 
at Cherokee, Iowa. Mrs. MeNeil has 
written for many years for various pub- 
lications and is writing feature stories 
for the Associated Press and current 
magazines. A book, ‘‘The Power of the 
Purple’’, is now in the hands of the 
publishers. R. G. T. 





Books for the Blind 


The Iowa Library Commission has 
recently been presented with three 
‘*handmade”’ titles for blind readers in 
Braille 114, the type now almost univer- 
sally used in lowa and elsewhere. 

The first of these titles is ‘‘ Everyday 
Manners for Children’’, the second 
‘*Mother Knows Best’’, by Edna Ferber, 
and the third ‘‘Shadow Land’’, being 
poems by Mrs. Nellie Chester Hopkins, 
a blind woman of Des Moines. 

All three were transcribed into Braille 
by Beulah Burdine of Sigourney who 
donated her work. The binding of the 
first two titles was paid for by the Keo- 
kuk County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross. The binding of ‘‘Shadow 
Land’’ was donated by the Hertzberg 
Bindery of Des Moines. 

In addition, P. E. O. Chapter V of 
Des Moines, has donated $40.00 for two 
years subscription to The Readers Di- 
gest in Braille and Anamosa P. E. O. 
Chapter has given $35.00, which is be- 
ing expended in Braille books. 

The Library of Congress has also sent 
to the Library Commission two titles 
transcribed at the expense of the Red 
Cross in other states, thus making many 
more books available for blind readers 
than the Library Commission could af- 
ford to purchase. 

In some states ‘‘sighted’’ persons are 
learning to do transcribing and donat- 
ing their services and this has its ad- 
vantage, as one reader is necessary in 
the ease of blind transcribers. Organi- 
zations can often be found to pay for 
the binding. 





Summer Library Conference of the 
Wisconsin Library Commission 
The Wiseonsin Free Library Commis- 


sion announces a fourth Summer Li- 
brary Conference similar to those held 
in 1911, 1915 and 1923, in each of which 
there was a registration of more than 
200. 

The Summer Library School will not 
be held this year, all the efforts of the 
faculty being devoted to the conference. 
The regularly planned courses are ar- 
ranged for the morning and first hour in 
the afternoon, the remainder of the 


12 


afternoon being made available in re- 
sponse to suggestions received. 

The subjects to be taken up in the 
main courses are ‘‘Rural Sociology and 
Rural Economies’’ (or as an alterna- 
tive taken up at the same hour ‘*‘ Tech- 
nical, Administrative and Professional 
Problems’’), ‘‘The Library and _ the 
Schools’’, and ‘‘Books and Reading’’. 
A number of speakers are being planned 
for on special topics. Miss Reely will 
have charge of the book talks. A meet- 
ing for trustees will probably be planned 
during the conference. 

A nominal registration fee of $5.00 
will be charged for the two weeks and 
advanced registration is desired with C, 
B. Lester, Secretary of the Wisconsin 
Library Commission. 





Gift for a Library Building 

The town of Greene has recently re- 
ceived from C. M. Mather the gift of 
the building formerly the Merchants 
National Bank Building for a publie 
library to be known as the Laura Mather 
Memorial Library, in memory of his 
wife, who died last April. 

The building is brick, two stories, and 
located on the main business street and 
is considered one of the best locations in 
town. 

Possession will be given April first, 
when the downstairs rooms will be re- 
modeled for library use. Local business 
men will donate money for remodeling 
the building. The library will also have 
the renting of the upper story which will 
be used for office purposes. 


May Day—Child Health Day 

The State Department of Health has 
sent out a letter requesting the observ- 
anee of May Day as Child Health Day 
by all organizations and agencies in- 
terested in such a program. 

While the various organizations will 
probably hold meetings with publie 
speakers the help which libraries can 
give will seem to be through the display 
of posters and books on child health, the 
distribution of leaflets, ete. Further 
information regarding May Day may be 
obtained by writing to Edith 8S. Country- 
man, May Day chairman, State Depart- 
ment of Health, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Library News of the State 











Adel—Dr. E. A. Witmer has resigned 
from the library board and Mrs. Witmer 
has been appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Allison—A library association has been 
organized with Mrs. A. W. Froning as presi- 
dent, Mrs. Abbie Scott as secretary and 
treasurer, and Mrs. W. T. Davidson, chair- 
man of the book committee. The Woman's 
Club offers $200 and books will be _ bor- 
rowed from the Traveling Library. 

Ames—State College—A book club with 
membership open to students is being or- 
ganized. The membership fee is $5.00. The 
books will be shelved in the main room of 
the College Library and members of the 
club will have the privilege of choosing 
books from this collection. The organizing 
committee includes President Hughes and 
Mr. Brown, librarian. 

Burlington——With the loss of two valuable 
trustees by death a third has come in the 
resignation because of removal from the 
city of Dr. Naboth Osborne. No appoint- 
ments have been made to fill the vacancies 
of Mr. Fleming and Doctor Osborne. 

Elizabeth Disque has been added to the 
staff for half time work. This is made nec- 
essary by the increased work in the (library. 

Clinton—Public Library Chaney Branch 
has been moved to the Chaney Community 
Club where it will be open at the customary 
hours. 

Clinton 
Mussgang has 
librarian. 

Council Bluffs—-A change has been made 
in the plan of giving library instruction to 
the children. Instead of three lessons in 
the seventh and eighth grades in classifica- 
tion and the use of the catalog one lesson 
is now given in each grade from the fourth 
to the eighth. A beginning is made in the 
fourth grade with a very simple lesson on 
the care and makeup of books progressing 
through the parts of a book, general refer- 
ence books, arrangement and classification 
to the use of the catalog in the eighth grade. 
It is the hope that better results will follow 
this cumulative method of giving instruc- 
tion than was secured in concentrated work 
in the two upper grades. 

The circulation of nonfiction has increased 
steadily in the last six months. This seems 
to be due largely to the fact that more in- 
teresting books are placed on display in 
conspicuous places instead of being shelved 
in the stacks. 

Des Moines—-Des Moines University— 
Laura Tate, librarian for two years but de- 
tained at home recently by the illness of 
her mother, has now accepted a position in 
Colorado College at Colorado Springs. 

Des Moines—tLibrary Club—During De- 
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cember a Christmas party was held in 
Drake University Lounge. The February 
meeting took the form of a Colonial Cos- 
tume Party given in the Art Gallery of the 
Historica] Building on February 12th with 
an appropriate program. Much credit is 
due Alice Marple who arranged the pro- 
gram and attended to the many details. 

On March 12th a meeting of the club was 
held in the Des Moines Public Library at 
which Otha D. Wearin, Representative from 
Mills County, spoke on his European travels. 
Coffee and cake were served. 

Des Moines—-Library Commission—The 
meeting of the Legislative Ladies League on 
February 14th was held in the Library 
Commission office and the program was 
furnished by Miss Murphy who spoke on 
Children’s Poetry, Miss Aten on County 
Library Experiences and Miss Robinson on 
lowa Libraries. 

Des Moines—Public Library—A new 
service has been inaugurated whereby with 
the assistance of the Girl Scouts shut-ins 
are to be supplied with books, the girls tak- 
ing them from and to the library. 

Dubuque—The number of members on 
the library board has, at the request of the 
board, been reduced by city ordinance from 
nine to seven. One member, Louis G. Hurd, 
has recently died and another, Edward F. 
Schrempf, has resigned, thus reducing the 
board automatically. 

Grinnell—Grinnell College—lIsabelle Clark 
has been given a year’s leave of absence to 
organize a library in Honolulu under the 
control of the Institute of Pacific Relations. 

Gretta Smith, who has been reference 
librarian with the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission, will have charge during Miss 
Clark’s absence. 

A Rental Collection has been opened in 
the College Library by a gift of $50.00 by 
her daughters in memory of their mother, 
Mrs. H. H. Smith. It will include the most 
recent books, both fiction and nonfiction. 
A fee of two cents a day is charged. The 
new collection is proving very popular, class 
books going as readily as fiction. 

lowa City—Library Club—For the Octo- 
ber meeting the club drove to Cedar Rapids 
for dinner at a tea room. In November by 
means of the Cine-Kodak a Campus Trav- 
elogue and “The Cure” were shown, the 
latter being a film loaned by the Lawyers 
Cooperative Publicity Company showing the 
making of one of their reports. In Decem- 
ber a Christmas meeting was held with 
stories by Bessie Stover of Pioneer lowa 
Christmases. At the January meeting Mary 
B. Humphrey, reference librarian at the 
“Annex”, gave a talk on Negro Literature. 

This club is probably the oldest library 
club in the state, having celebrated their 
twenty-fifth anniversary in 1926. 

lowa City-—-State University of lowa— 
Sarita Robinson, Illinois Library School 
1917-18, has joined the staff of the library 
as revisor in the catalog department. 








lowa Falis—Beatrice Woods has resigned 
as librarian and Marjorie Powers has been 
elected to fill the vacancy. Miss Powers 
was a member of the Summer School class 
of 1927 and has since been employed in the 
Davenport Public Library. 


Manly—A rental collection which is prov- 
ing very popular has been started with the 
purchase of eighteen books. 

Manning—J. B. Hungerford of Carroll, 
has presented the city of Manning with the 
greater part of his private library to aid 
in their attempt to start a library for the 
town. This library consisted of many vol- 
umes of history, biography and other ref- 
erence books, as well as fiction. 

Mapleton—Iris Wilson, who has served 
the school library as librarian for the past 
three years, has resigned to become an as- 
sistant in the Davenport Public Library. 
Lucile Ellis has been elected to fill the va- 
cancy with the beginning of school in the 
fall. She will take the library course at 
Iowa City this summer. 

Marcus—The annual meeting and election 
of officers of the Marcus Library Associa- 
tion was held on January 12th. Three new 
members were elected to the board to re- 
place two retiring members and to fill a 
vacancy through resignation. The new 
members are Mrs. H. Wilson, Katherine 
Delaney and Mary Given, who later re- 


signed because of unexpected departure 
from Marcus. 

Reports for the year were made and the 
new board immediately planned the work 


for the coming year. The librarian, Myrtle 
Willey, was given a vote of appreciation 
for her efficient service. The library is 
soon to have a new sign that “all who run 
may read” without a strain on the eyesight. 

Marshalitown—Through the efforts of 
Miss Story a collection of books was made 
at Christmas for the library of the Juvenile 
Home. 

Muscatine—Cornelia Rhynsburger, an as- 
sistant in the P. M. Musser Library for sev- 
eral years, has been elected librarian to 
eucceed Miss Stocker, who recently re- 
signed. 

Ottumwa—lIn response to a call made by 
the public library a donation of books was 
collected for Sunnyside, the county Tuber- 
culosis sanatorium. 

Sac City—A “Pay Shelf” has been estab- 
lished at the library with a contribution 
made by friends. This will provide recent 
books which the funds of the library are too 
limited to purchase. 

A Parent and Teachers Boukshelf has also 
been started to consist of books on the care 
and training of children. This is made pos- 
sible also by the gift of friends. 

Sanborn—Local history material in the 
form of a picture of the first court house in 
O’Brien County, erected in 1860, and a his- 
tory of the county, have been added to the 
historical collection in the library. 

Sheldon—Mrs. John McCandless has re- 
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cently been reappointed to membership vn 
the library bvard after thirty-four years of 
continuous service. During this time she 
has given time and thought to library inter- 
ests. 

Sioux City—Eleanor Jones, for the past 
two years librarian of the Leeds Branch, 
has been appointed librarian of the new 
North Side Branch. Miss Jones is an lowa 
Summer School graduate. No one has been 
appointed to the Leeds Branch. 
branch building at Hubbard Park will be 
opened early in March. This is the third 
branch erected from the $100,000 bond issue 
for branch buildings. 

A library station will be opened for the 
“Big Four” District in the home of Mrs, 
Alice Kydney until the patronage warrants 
a library building. 

Boy Scout Merit Badge booklets, contain- 
ing more than eighty subjects, have been 
placed in the children’s department, one set 
to be retained for reference and two for cir- 
culation. 


Sioux Rapids—-Miss DeNora Skinner, ef- 
ficient librarian for a number of years, has 
been obliged to resign by the serious illness 
of her mother and Vesta Scott has been ap- 
pointed to the vacancy. 


Storm Lake—“Home-coming Week” was 
held at the library during which the public 
was urged to return books and magazines 
taken by mistake or without charge, left in 
homes by transients, etc., no fines to be 
charged and no questions asked. 


Tama—Mrs. H. C. Woods gave a talk at 
the city school on the use of the library and 
the value of books and reading. 

Titonka—The library which has been 
sponsored by the Woman’s Club for a num- 


ber of years, has become a city library by — 


the levy of a tax and the appointment of a 
board which will consist of Mrs. Jay Bud- 
long, Mrs. A. M. Peterson, Mrs. H. W. 
Schoenlein, H. A. French and Pierre Sartor. 


Traer—The Traer Community Players are 
planning a “drama library” to be main- 
tained in the public library to consist of 
books and periodicals for use of all inter- 
ested persons in the community. 


Waverly—tThe library board has decided 
to fit up the basement room, known as the 


old council room, for small group and com-— 


mittee meetings. 

A burglar broke into the library on Feb 
ruary 20th and secured a few two-cent 
stamps as a reward for his efforts. 

West Union—tThe library has been moved 
from the first floor to a large room on the 
second floor of the City Hall. 
will be redecorated and new lights installed 
by the city council. 

Woodbine—Mrs. Belle H. True who has 
served the library acceptably for a number 
of years as librarian has been obliged to 
resign because of ill health. 
Beebe has been appointed to fill the va 
cancy. 
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County Libraries and Library Exten- 
sion 


Denison—aA contract is about to be signed 
by the library board and the town of Man- 
ning for the extension of library service to 
that town. 

Garner—The library is maintaining a 
branch at Wodin where fifty books are sent 
for exchange at stated times. 

Grinnell—During the winter Mrs. Bray 
has published an interesting and helpful 
series of county library articles in the 
Poweshiek County papers giving facts and 
answering questions and objections often 
raised by those who do not understand the 
subject. 

Marshalitown—Last September a change 
was made in the contract for use of library 
books by rural communities and towns. 
The books are exchanged every four months 
instead of every three, and one-third of the 
collection only is changed each time. 
Formerly there was no limit to the number 
that could be exchanged. Cards are now 
issued to rural borrowers for six months 
only at $1.00 instead of for one month at 
twenty cents as formerly. 

There has been no loss in rural borrowers 
under the new plan, the five county 
branches already established have renewed 
their contracts and one new one has been 
established. 


Shenandoah—Farragut will become a 
rural extension branch of this library. 





Library Gifts and Benefits 
A “Style Show” was held in Avoca March 
Ist and 2nd for the benefit of the library 
which was pronounced a success in inter- 
est and financial returns. 


At Belle Plaine the Richardson Em- 
broidery Club presented the library with 
oe eee clock of the Seth Thomas 

e. 


At Boone two pictures to hang in the 
children’s room were bought from the fund 
which was left by Mrs. Mary Sherman. 

At Buffalo Center a “Library Week” was 
held under the auspices of the Women’s 
Community Club, the purpose of which was 
to bring the work of the library before the 
public and raise money for its support. A 
detailed program was arranged for each 
day of the week and donations were re- 
ceived from the Legion Auxiliary and others. 
The week was considered very successful. 

Other libraries which have received do- 
nations or help from the American Legion 
Auxiliary were 

Bellevue, where a Sauerkraut Supper was 
given on the 22nd of January; Malvern, 
where the American Legiou Auxiliary pre- 
sented the library with a donation of $5.00 
for the book fund, and Manson, where a 
gift of shelving was made by the Auxiliary 
and H. A. Arnold. 


At Cedar Rapids the Art Gallery of the 
library is to receive a Bohemian picture as 
the result of the Prague Teachers Concert 
recently given there. 

Des Moines—The Fram Society, a literary 
society of Norwegian residents of Des 
Moines, has presented the library with the 
beginning of a collection of books in the 
Norwegian language. This collection will 
be added to from time to time. 

At Forest City the Ladies Art Guild and 
Twentieth Century Club have given a pic- 
ture and $100.00 to the library. 

Waldorf College at Forest City has also 
received a gift of $183.00 from the Wal-Dorf 
Staff and $22.00 from the Senior Class of 
the academy. 

At Greenfield gifts were received from the 
Mothers Club of $15.00 and from the Prog- 
ress Club of $20.00 for the purchase of 
books. 

At Jesup the comedy, “The Vander Dump 
Wedding”, was presented on February 28th 
for the benefit of the library. 

La Porte City received from D. B. Fegles 
of Minnesota, a former La Porte City boy, a 
check for $150.00 as a contribution to the 
proposed public library. 

The P. E. O. Memorial Library of lowa 
Wesleyan College at Mount Pieasant has re- 
ceived a piece of statuary from the Albia 
Chapter of the P. E. O. 

At Newton, on her retirement from the 
library board, of which she had been a val- 
ued member for many years, Mrs. F. L. 
Maytag presented the library with $200.00 
for the purchase of books. 

At Odebolt the graduating class of 1926 
has just given to the library $30.00, the 
proceeds from the issue of the annual. 

The Red Oak library has again been the 
recipient of a substantia] gift, this time by 
the will of the late Mary Windle, who left 
$1,000.00 not to be used for the purchase of 
books and all other money, after this and 
other bequests are paid, to be given to the 
library for the purchase of books to be 
known as the Mary Windle collection. 

At Rockwell City a benefit was put on by 
the Woman’s Club which netted $60.00. 

Shell Rock—The private library of 
George A. McIntyre, former Mayor of Shell 
Rock, is to be given to the town to form a 
nucleus for a library. 

The library at Volga City is to receive 
$118.00 as the proceeds of the fourth annual 
Library Carnival held for the benefit of the 


library. 





Deaths 
Dr. A. M. Bilby, largely instrumental 
in starting the library at Galva, mem- 
ber and president of the library board 
for many years and always its friend 
and supporter, died at his home on Feb- 
ruary 3rd. 
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J. J. Fleming, a member of the Bur- 
lington library board for more than 
thirty years and its president since 1914, 
died December 29th. The library has 
suffered seriously in the two deaths 
which have recently occurred. 

Wirt P. Hoxie, a member of the 
Waterloo library board for the past 
three years, died January 17th. 

L. 8S. Hurd was appointed to the 
library board in Dubuque in July, 1921, 
and was a member of the finance com- 
mittee until his death in February of 
this year. The board voiced its appre- 
ciation of his services and its sense of 
loss by appropriate resolutions, which 
space does not permit us to print. 

Henry C. Brown, donor of the library 
building to the town of Dumont, died 
at the home of his son in Dumont on 
the third of March at the age of ninety- 
eight. Mr. Brown’s gift included the 
lot on which the building stands valued 
at $600.00, $4,000 for the building and 
$100.00 for rest room equipment, ete. 
The gift is in memory of his wife. 





Book and Periodical Exchange 

The Ames Public Library wishes to 
secure a copy of Iowa and War, Series 
No. 14, August, 1918, containing ‘‘ An 
Iowa Flag’’, by Ruth Gallagher. Will 
anyone who can supply it communicate 
with Winnifred Wennerstrum, libra- 
rian. 





Book Offer 

The Household Science Institute, 7 So. 
Dearborn St., Chicago, is distributing to 
libraries without charge a thirty-two 
page manual of thrift sewing called 
‘‘Sewing with Flour Bags’’. Send to 
the Library Commission if a copy is de- 
sired, as a number have been sent there 
for distribution. 





A Roosevelt Exhibit Available 

The Library of the Roosevelt Memo- 
rial Association to keep alive the ideals 
of Theodore Roosevelt, has prepared a 
traveling library exhibit outlining his 
life and career. 

The exhibit consists of a series of 
photographs, cartoons and illustrations 
mounted on twenty-one boards 26 in.x 








36 in. in size portraying the events of 
Roosevelt’s life. These are packed in 
boxes ready for shipment and weigh 
about 175 pounds. 

The exhibit may be borrowed for a 
stated period at the expense of trans- 
portation. If enough libraries in the 
state will indicate to the Secretary of 
the Library Commission their desire to 
use the exhibit, arrangements can prob- 
ably be made to have one sent to lowa 
and circulated here at only the cost of 
transportation in Iowa. Please com- 
municate immediately with the Seere- 
tary if you wish to have the exhibit cir- 
culate in the state and to make use of it, 





Parent and Teachers Association 
Material 

The National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers is desirous of placing in the 
libraries of lowa, as well as other states, 
the publications relating to that associ- 
ation which will be useful to the libra 
rians and to the members of that associa- 
tion and others desiring information 
concerning the P. T. A. work. A mem- 


bership fee of $5.00 is charged to cover 


the cost of publications but the material 
is well worth that amount. 

The list of Iowa libraries already re- 
ceiving this material is very small, 
Council Bluffs, Dubuque and Sioux City 
being the only ones listed. The other 
large libraries should certainly subseribe 
for this material. Address your orders 


to the National Congress of Parents and 


Teachers, 1201 16th St., Washington, 
D.C, 





Correction 
An error was made in the figures for 
circulation in the Britt Publie Library 
which should be 14,505 instead of 4,505, 
as appeared in the Biennial Report of 
the Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion. 





Biennial—Iowa Federation of 
Women’s Clubs 
According to custom a Library Break- 
fast will be held during the state meet- 
ing of the Women’s Clubs at Sioux City 
May 21-24. Watch for further an- 
nouncement. 














